
 

   A Battle as Old as the 
Earth… 
 
   Turfgrass and trees have 
always competed for nutri-
ents, water and sunlight.  
All plants feed themselves 
through photosynthesis: 
transforming carbon diox-
ide and water into sugars 
and oxygen.  The energy for 
all of this comes from sun-

their wonderful experiences 
at our course and hope that 
you, as members, do as 
well.  It’s hard to remem-
ber that a few years ago 
Ocean Pines had a reputa-
tion for disappointing play-
ing conditions.  Now I can 
confidently say that we have 
the best greens on the East-
ern Shore.  
   I know that the increased 
interest in playing Ocean 
Pines has meant that some 
of you have not been able to 
get your preferred tee 
times.  However, in order 
to maintain the golf course, 
make it profitable and pre-
serve it as an amenity that 
all can enjoy, the course 
needs to be accessible to  

    Fall is almost over, and 
I’m happy that we were 
blessed with good weath-
er.  It was wonderful seeing 
so many of you out enjoying 
it.   
   Although the golf season 
is more or less at an end, 
we’re already thinking 
about and planning for next 
year and how to best man-
age the rounds that are 

booked at our course.  The 
Ocean Pines Board of Di-
rectors, as I’m sure you’re 
aware, has charged Land-
scapes Unlimited (as they 
did Billy Casper Golf) and 
Ocean Pines Golf & Coun-
try Club with turning 
around years of financial 
losses.  Ocean Pines made a 
substantial financial com-
mitment to the golf course 
with the greens renovation 
project, and I’m happy to 
report that that commit-
ment is paying off.  More 
people - Ocean Pines resi-
dents, residents from the 
surrounding area and visi-
tors to the destination - are 
playing our course and rav-
ing about the superb condi-
tions.  I feel a great deal of 
pride when people share 
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light.  In order to maintain 
quality turf that can with-
stand the traffic of mowers 
and golf carts, approximate-
ly eight hours of sun are 
required.  The golf course 
maintenance staff will con-
tinue its long-range ap-
proach of thinning the tree 
canopies to allow better 
sunlight penetration.  This 
sunlight penetration will 

allow the turf to strive and 
thrive throughout the sea-
son. 
   (With a title like that, you 
were probably thinking this 
might be an article about 
the continuous conflict  in 
the Middle East.  But why 
would a turf guy delve into 
that mess?) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thinking about heading to Flori-
da this winter?  Join fellow 
Ocean Pines golfers for the 
Winter Bash, scheduled for Feb. 
28-March 6 at the Mystic Dunes 
Resort in Orlando.  The event is 
sponsored by the OPMGA & 
OPLGA but is open to all Ocean 
Pines golfers & their friends.  If 
interested, contact Nelson Fen-
wick at 410-600-0280 or nfen-
wick1@mindspring.com.  Re-
serve and pay by Dec. 15 to 
receive a $50 discount.  For 
more information, log on to the 
“Members Only Login” page at 
OceanPinesGolf.org. 

OPLGA/OPMGA 

NEWS 

The OPLGA & OPMGA 
would like to wish everyone a 
safe, happy, healthy and pros-
perous Christmas and a happy 
new year.  We look forward to 
a great golf season in 2016! 
 
If you’re interested in joining 
either of these groups, contact: 
 
Lynn Schneider 
OPLGA President 
carlynns2@yahoo.com 

Kevin Hughes 
OPMGA President 
kjhraider25@gmail.com   
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   November was full of fun 
events.  Here’s a look back 
at some of the merry-
making…. 

  

  

OPG&CC gift cards may be 
used for golf, merchandise or in 
The Tern Grille.  Gift cards are 
available online or in the Golf 
Shop. 
   It’s also not too late to place 
custom orders, which can be 
delivered in as little as three 
days.  This is a great option if 
you need a gift for someone—
or for yourself!  Check with the 
Golf Shop. 

   Things are heating up in the 
Golf Shop!  We have new 
cold-weather golf gloves and 
OPG&CC fleece blankets.  
The blankets have straps to 
keep them rolled up and are 
perfect for traveling.   
   We also have a fresh stock 
of Ocean Pines glassware.  A 
set of pint or stemless wine 
glasses  (or a shot glass for the 
collector) makes a great gift.  
And don’t forget that 
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everyone.  That includes golf 
packagers, vacationers, out-
ings and outside tourna-
ments.  All of these sources 
of revenue allow us to main-
tain our beautiful course and 
keep membership dues low.  
The trade-off is that in order 
to keep dues low and to ful-
fill our obligation to the 
Ocean Pines Board of Direc-
tors and the Ocean Pines 
community to make the golf 
course a financially viable 
operation, preferred tee 
times may not always be 
available.  Ocean Pines is not 
alone in this situation.  It’s 

standard practice at private 
clubs to close the course to 
members one day a week 
(although we have not—and 
will not—be doing this) in 
order to accommodate out-
ings and other non-member 
functions.  They do this for 
the same reason – to keep 
membership dues lower and 
to increase revenue. 
   We will make sure that all 
events are posted on the 
events calendar on the web-
site so all of you know about 
any outings or tournaments 
we will be hosting well in 
advance. We will also be 
working with these groups to 
verify the participant count 7 
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to 10 days in advance of the 
event so we can get as many 
of our members as possible to 
play at the same time.  If you 
are unable to make a tee time 
using the lottery on these 
days, please call the Golf Shop 
to get your name and group 
on a list to play should there 
be room available.  Most of 
the events average 80 to 90 
players, which means there is 
room for at least 30 to 40 
additional  players and maybe 
more. 
   Although I know what I 
have written here doesn’t 
make the situation go away, I 
hope that it offers insight into 
what factors have affected our 

decision-making regarding 
tee time availability and how 
we’re trying to minimize any 
displacement of members.  I 
strongly feel that both our 
membership dues and daily 
rates are a fantastic value 
considering the quality prod-
uct Ocean Pines has to offer.  
   As always, if you have any 
questions or concerns about 
tee time availability or any 
other issue, please feel to 
stop by my office, give me a 
call or email me at jmalinow-
ski@oceanpinesgolf.org.  I 
wish you all a healthy and 
happy holiday season! 
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 Happy   
Holidays 
from the 
Staff  
at  

Ocean 
Pines 
Golf  
&  

Country 
Club! 


